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indexed. Not illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . possible oH my mind, to think about something else, to have an
interesting story read aloud. In general, also, all the measurements of a series were made before any results
were footed up, so that the way they were tending could have no unconscious influence. This laborious and
time-consuming method of treating the sections has been adopted in order to gain some slight mathematical
hold directly upon the working of the nerve cell. It is, however, inadequate to express the facts of the case, and it
is at best but a poor expression of the amount of change. In the first place, it is impossible to measure
accurately the jagged outline of a worked nucleus. Our practice has been to measure well out toward the tips of
the irregular points into which the nucleus is prolonged; and this would tend, evidently, to make the computed,
larger than the actual volume. In the second place, the quantities in the tables are averages; whereas, for our
study, extremes are naturally of more interest. The ideal would be to follow a living nerve cell during
stimulation from the normal resting state to the condition of extreme fatigue. This I have not succeeded in
doing to entire satisfaction as yet. But it is possible, in the study of a section, to find a fairly good substitute for
the ideal. We see some cells which are not aHected at all; and this we should expect, because it is impossible to...
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