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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .the insoluble. Meantime, let us not assume that just because these
pioneer prophets in education make us painfully conscious of our limitations we are a cruel and merciless lot
slaughtering the innocents when we should be producing the finest fruits of culture and learning. Let us not be
too harsh in our judgments because there is yet to be developed a system of education in which a race of
teachers can guarantee steady progress from the kindergarten to the academic degree. There are limitations.
Some of these may be overcome; others will remain. A very brief analysis of the activities of the modern state in
education will disclose a nation-wide movement to develop primary education. This nation-wide movement is
based upon the universal belief that at least a limited amount of education is essential in laying a foundation
for life and citizenship. This conviction as to elementary education, with some very important implications,
lingered in the public mind. The more it was cherished and believed the more inevitable became its extension
and development. Accordingly compulsory attendance at school became the forward step some years ago in
the more active communities. Having accepted and put into practice the theory that elementary education
should be supported at public expense and was, therefore, a charge upon all persons contributing to public
aJairs, and having further assumed that an elementary education was essential to the kind of citizenship
democracy demanded, the conclusion for compulsory school attendance became unavoidable. This at...
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