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illustrated. 1892 Excerpt: . . . in military companies. Dr. James B. Miller, Political Chief of the Brazos, and Henry
Ruez, chief of the Nacogdoches department, had taken every step in their power to accomplish that object.
General Sam Houston had been elected commander of the Nacogdoches department and had issued an
inspiring address to the people. Every one, excepting such tories as James H. C. Miller (who speedily departed to
parts unknown), felt a new inspiration under the auspicious signs of the times. Here it is well to pause and ask
the impartial reader to review the overwhelming grounds justifying the people in taking these measures of
preparation for the defense of their homes and firesides, their wives and children. No free people known to
history ever had stronger grounds for resisting oppression. Yet while this is true, it is equally true that men of
intelligence and patriotism oEen diFer widely in opinion, drawing dissimilar conclusions from the same
combination of facts. A striking illustration of this truth is found just at this time in a letter from T. JeFerson
Chambers to John J. Linn of Guadalupe Victoria, dated San Felipe, August 5th, 1835, in which he says: I am
informed that you are in a great state of alarm, fearful that the general government meditates an attack upon
the colonies. This I regret exceedingly, as I am of opinion that your fears are groundless, and have probably
proceeded from misstatements and causeless rumors. I have no doubt of the good...
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