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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The U. S. Air Force s Air Refueling Tanker
Requirements and Readiness: Hearing Before the Projection Forces Subcommittee of the Committee on Armed
Services, House of Representatives, One Hundred Eight Congress, First Session, Hearing Held June 24, 2003 The
subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 2:05 p.m., in room 2118, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Roscoe
Bartlett (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Opening Statement Of Hon. Roscoe Bartlett, A
Representative From Maryland, Chairman, Projection Forces Subcommittee Mr. Bartlett. The subcommittee will
come to order. This afternoon, we will receive testimony from the Air Force and the General Accounting Office
(GAO) on the Air Force airborne tanker fleet. This is the first of two hearings planned on the tanker issue. Today
s hearing will focus exclusively on the current Air Force KC-10 and KC-135 airborne tanker force structure, the
trends and status of those aircraft and the associated budget request set forth in the Presidents budget for
fiscal year 2004. The second hearing will be held by the full committee and will address the details of the KC-767
lease proposal announced by the Pentagon in May. A hearing date will be established once the details of the
leasing agreement have been finalized and provided to the committee. The Department of Defense currently
uses a number of aircraft for airborne tanking operations, including KC-10s, KC-135s, and KC, HC and MC-130s,
as well as a number of relatively small tactical aircraft that can be configured as tankers. However, the KC-10
and KC-135E Rcurrently provide the majority of the Department of Defense s (DOD) air refueling requirements.
First acquired in 1957, the KC-135E current fleet of 133 aircraft has...
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