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lot one feels more inclined to envy than the Swiss. It is not only that they are comfortable and content in their
own democratic way, but with no great wealth, moderate taxation, and a small revenue, more seems to be
done for the people than elsewhere. In respect of roads and railways, they are behind none; nor in hospitals and
other public institutions. In an efficient system of public education they are far ahead of us, and in most
modern improvements - postal arrangements, telegraphs, and telephones, and all the rest of it - they seem (for
popular use at any rate) to be ahead of almost any other people certainly very far indeed ahead of us.
Compulsory military service, no doubt, they have, and handsome barracks are conspicuous; but these are mere
militia depots. The required periodical service is rendered in the immediate neighbourhood of their own
villages, and, combined with constant popular rifle practice, suffices to make them very efficient soldiers for
purely defensive purposes - a form of militarism which | believe to be by no means disadvantageous. It does not
appear to detract from their industrial efficiency. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original,
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair...
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